Over five years the Bactec radiometric blood culture method yielded Salmonella After removal of serum for the Widal agglutination test the blood clot was placed in 10 ml of 0-5 00 bile salt broth (Oxoid, Basingstoke) for culture. After two days of incubation at 37°C the broth was subcultured to DCA and MacConkey agar plates (Oxoid). Negative cultures were terminally subcultured on day 6.
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Blood cultures were made with the Bactec 460 radiometric system (Johnson Laboratories, Towson, Maryland), using the 6B aerobic and 7D anaerobic broth media. The blood:broth ratio was about 1:6. The cultures were examined daily for six days before being discarded.
Stool specimens were plated directly on DCA and MacConkey agar (Oxoid) and inoculated into Selenite F broth (Oxoid) for enrichment culture.
Isolates were confirmed to be S typhi by their API20E profile (Anylab Products, Plainview, California) and by agglutination with salmonella agglutinating sera (Wellcome).
Results
There were 63 confirmed cases of typoid fever during the study. In 54 the diagnosis was confirmed by culture: 45 of these were blood positive, 18 Some workers claim that bone marrow culture provides the highest yield of S typhi in the diagnosis of typhoid fever,""'5 but the detection rate of 84-92% is no better than our result for blood culture. The invasive nature of bone marrow culture precludes its use as a routine method.
In our study clot culture had a yield of only 4100 In one out of 65 laboratory confirmed cases, the clot culture was the only test which gave a positive result. Some workers have found that the addition of streptokinase increases the yield of clot cultures, but others have failed to confirm this. '6 We did not use streptokinase, but many of our clots were already autolysed before inoculation into bile salt broth. In our laboratory the yield for routine clot culture is low (082%) and the cost is US$0 32 per test. In view of the limited cost effectiveness of this test we do not believe that the routine clot culture of specimens sent for Widal agglutination is justified except when good blood culture facilities are unavailable.
The low yield for stool culture in the initial week of typhoid fever is well known. In this study, however, 60/0 of cases were diagnosed by stool culture alone, and this test still has a role. 
